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ABSTRACT: This narrative review explores the regulation 

of international trade, focusing on transport corridor 

development and its impact on sustainable global commerce. 

It synthesizes literature from Scopus, Web of Science, and 

Google Scholar, using keywords like "international trade," 

"transport corridors," "sustainability," and "policy 

regulation." Studies were selected for thematic relevance, 

methodological quality, and regional diversity, including cases 

from China, Kenya, Russia, and the EU. The review finds that 

while liberalized trade and infrastructure investment bring 

economic benefits, they also present environmental and 

social challenges. It highlights disparities in regulatory 

standards, the role of institutions in policy-making, and the 

need for civil society involvement. Developed countries lead 

in environmental governance, while developing nations face 

implementation obstacles. The findings are linked to theories 

of trade liberalization, dependency, global governance, and 

social capital. The study recommends data-driven policies, 

multi-stakeholder collaboration, and integrating sustainability 

into trade regulation to promote inclusive and 

environmentally responsible global trade. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the evolving landscape of global and regional economics, the role of transport corridors and 

international trade systems is becoming increasingly central. These systems not only facilitate the 

movement of goods but also shape the political, cultural, and environmental dimensions of 

economic development. Recent literature has stressed the importance of developing efficient and 

inclusive transport corridors. For instance, Kotenko et al. (2021) emphasized that improving 

transportation links in Central Asia can significantly enhance railway competitiveness in freight 
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logistics, impacting both origin and transit countries. This underscores the strategic value of 

transportation infrastructure in enabling cross-border economic integration and development. 

Further expanding on this context, Vardomsky (2023) noted that international transport policies 

must account for geopolitical boundaries in transit routes and promote greater cooperation among 

countries, such as Russia and EAEU members. As transportation infrastructure increasingly 

becomes a lever for policy coordination and competitiveness, strategic corridor development has 

emerged as a key component in the discourse on international trade and regional cooperation. 

Consequently, the nexus between transport networks and trade policy invites scholarly attention 

due to its potential to redefine economic alliances and supply chain efficiency. 

Empirical data reveal that specific regions are undergoing notable shifts in trade dynamics due to 

these transport corridors. A prominent example is the Somali-Kenyan transnational livestock trade 

corridor, which, according to Ng’Asike et al. (2020), has transformed Garissa into a cosmopolitan 

hub for livestock from southern Ethiopia, Somalia, and northeastern Kenya. This transformation 

illustrates how demand aggregation in strategic nodes can stimulate more inclusive trade practices 

and foster cross-border cooperation. Such examples provide concrete evidence of the importance 

of rural and agricultural trade corridors in enhancing local economies and linking them to broader 

regional markets. 

Simultaneously, global trade growth is accompanied by mounting environmental challenges. Xuan 

Xuan (2024) found a direct correlation between economic activity and environmental pollution in 

China, indicating the dilemma faced by developing economies in balancing industrial expansion 

with ecological sustainability. As countries increasingly commit to international environmental 

agreements, trade practices and corridor developments must evolve in alignment with 

sustainability goals. This evolving scenario demands an integrated approach to trade policy, 

infrastructure development, and environmental management. 

Adding another layer of complexity, Shen and Dong (2024) suggested that the Silk Road is not 

merely a conduit for goods but a medium of cultural projection and identity formation. This 

highlights the intricate interplay between trade, culture, and policy, especially in regions where 

transport corridors traverse diverse socio-cultural landscapes. Similarly, Kesar (2024) underscored 

the tension between sustainable development and regulatory autonomy, arguing that liberalized 

trade should not undermine the regulatory frameworks essential for long-term sustainability. Such 

perspectives reinforce the need for policy frameworks that are adaptive and reflective of local 

priorities and capacities. 

Environmental concerns related to trade and infrastructure are further exemplified by Wu et al. 

(2024), who proposed an analytical framework to assess how trade sector growth in China 

influences sustainability outcomes. Their findings underscore the necessity of integrating 

environmental assessments into trade policy evaluation. Similarly, Rygzynov et al. (2023) argued 

that enhanced cooperation among Russia, China, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan in transport 

infrastructure can foster regional economic growth, characterizing such corridors as growth poles 

that link economic potential with institutional synergy. 
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The interplay between transport and trade is thus marked by multifaceted challenges. 

Environmental degradation due to unregulated trade growth remains a central issue. As Xuan 

Xuan (2024) emphasized, rapid economic expansion in China has led to heightened pollution, 

underscoring the need for harmonized policy interventions. Concurrently, geopolitical constraints 

complicate transnational transport planning. Vardomsky (2023) noted that transport corridors 

often face obstacles from shifting political interests, highlighting the fragility of international 

cooperation. 

Trade uncertainty also persists due to regulatory misalignments. The divergence of trade standards 

and the proliferation of digital platforms pose new regulatory challenges. Kesar (2024) maintained 

that regulatory autonomy must be preserved to ensure that sustainable development objectives are 

met. Another critical challenge is the inadequacy of data for policy modeling. As Kesar (2024) 

further observed, high-quality data is essential for the effective design and evaluation of transport 

and trade policies. 

The literature also identifies considerable gaps. While the environmental impacts of trade are 

widely discussed, Ali et al. (2021) noted the lack of focused studies on the long-term consequences 

of trade policies on environmental sustainability. Moreover, many analyses fail to consider the 

intersectionality of economic, social, and cultural dimensions in shaping trade outcomes. Data 

scarcity exacerbates this issue, limiting the capacity for informed policy-making. 

This review aims to address these gaps by synthesizing existing research on the intersection of 

transport corridors and international trade regulation. Specifically, it will explore regulatory, 

environmental, and socio-cultural factors that influence trade policy outcomes. The analysis is 

guided by the need to balance economic efficiency, environmental sustainability, and social 

inclusiveness. By examining these dimensions collectively, the review seeks to contribute to the 

development of comprehensive policy strategies. 

The geographic scope of this study includes developing regions in Asia and Africa, where transport 

corridors such as those in Central Asia, East Africa, and the Russian Far East are undergoing rapid 

transformation. These regions are characterized by both infrastructural deficits and regulatory 

innovation, making them critical testbeds for understanding the implications of trade and transport 

policies. The study also considers the experiences of more developed economies to provide 

comparative insights and best practices. 

The review places special emphasis on vulnerable populations and sectors, including small-scale 

farmers and informal workers, who are most affected by shifts in trade policy and infrastructure 

development. The study draws on the work of Ng’Asike et al. (2020), who demonstrated the 

transformative impact of livestock corridors on local livelihoods in Kenya. Similarly, the study 

examines how international trade policies can be aligned with local development goals to foster 

inclusive growth. 

Revisiting the findings of Kutsyk et al. (2024), this review acknowledges that transport corridor 

development is not merely about logistics but a multidimensional process that intersects with 

human development. Consequently, trade and transport policy must be approached as part of a 
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broader developmental agenda that includes environmental stewardship, social cohesion, and 

economic resilience. 

In sum, this review seeks to advance understanding of the dynamics shaping international trade 

regulation through the lens of transport corridor development. It calls for a reorientation of trade 

policy that integrates infrastructure planning with sustainable development principles. The findings 

are intended to support policymakers, researchers, and practitioners in designing robust, evidence-

based interventions that align economic and environmental imperatives with the needs of diverse 

stakeholders. The overarching goal is to foster trade systems that are not only efficient but 

equitable, resilient, and sustainable in the face of global uncertainty. 

 

METHOD 

This study adopts a narrative review methodology to explore the intersections of transportation 

infrastructure and international trade, particularly within the context of developing countries and 

sustainable trade practices. A narrative review was selected to allow for a comprehensive and 

interpretative synthesis of diverse sources, enabling a broader conceptual understanding of the 

subject matter. Unlike systematic reviews that adhere to rigid inclusion protocols and predefined 

analytical frameworks, the narrative approach provides the flexibility needed to critically examine 

various themes, policy directions, and evolving dynamics across multidisciplinary studies. 

To collect relevant literature, three primary academic databases were utilized: Scopus, Web of 

Science, and Google Scholar. These databases are known for their extensive repositories of peer-

reviewed academic literature, conference proceedings, and working papers, which are crucial in 

capturing both foundational and emerging insights. The selection of these platforms was strategic, 

ensuring that the literature reviewed represented a high standard of academic rigor and relevance 

to the current debates in trade and transport policy. 

The search strategy incorporated specific keyword combinations, employing Boolean operators to 

refine and target the most pertinent results. Key phrases used in the search included 

"transportation" AND "international trade," "infrastructure" AND "sustainability," as well as 

"trade policy" OR "transport corridor." These terms were chosen to address the central themes of 

this research, such as policy development, environmental sustainability, economic integration, and 

infrastructure efficiency. In addition, contextual keywords like "developing countries" and 

"environmental impact" were included to enrich the analysis with region-specific and sector-

specific insights. 

Articles were selected based on their thematic relevance, methodological clarity, and contribution 

to the overarching research objectives. The inclusion criteria required that the selected literature 

engage with at least one of the primary focus areas: cross-border transport networks, trade-related 

policy interventions, environmental sustainability within trade and logistics, and the socio-political 

implications of corridor development. Excluded from the review were articles lacking analytical 

depth, works outside the academic domain, or publications not peer-reviewed. Preference was 
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given to articles published within the past ten years, unless they offered foundational insights 

indispensable to the conceptual framework. 

Given the nature of a narrative review, the selected literature encompassed a range of research 

designs, including empirical studies, theoretical analyses, case studies, and policy commentaries. 

For example, the inclusion of Vardomsky's (2023) analysis on geopolitical factors in transit policy 

provided a valuable perspective on how national interests shape trade corridors. Similarly, Xuan 

Xuan's (2024) empirical exploration of pollution and economic growth in China contributed 

environmental dimensions crucial to understanding trade impacts. These diverse sources were 

instrumental in constructing a rich, multi-layered narrative that weaves together policy, 

infrastructure, and sustainability. 

The literature selection process was iterative and interpretative. Initially, abstracts and keywords 

were screened to determine general relevance. Following this, selected full-text articles were 

reviewed to assess their contributions to the key themes of the study. Studies were further analyzed 

for the depth of discussion on trade policy, infrastructure development, regulatory environments, 

and socio-environmental consequences. This interpretative process allowed the identification of 

recurring themes, conceptual linkages, and gaps in the current literature. 

To ensure academic reliability, citation metrics, journal reputation, and peer-review status were 

considered during selection. Articles from high-impact journals in the fields of economics, public 

policy, development studies, and environmental science were prioritized. This approach ensured 

that the narrative review was informed by credible and widely acknowledged academic work, 

enhancing the validity of the synthesized conclusions. For example, Kesar’s (2024) discussion on 

the balance between regulatory autonomy and trade liberalization was included due to its nuanced 

examination of policy conflicts in global trade frameworks. 

The narrative review methodology facilitated an integrative approach, allowing the study to identify 

cross-cutting themes, compare case studies across geographic regions, and synthesize diverse 

policy recommendations. Through this lens, the review not only highlights what is known but also 

illuminates underexplored dimensions of transport and trade policy. For instance, studies like those 

by Ng’Asike et al. (2020) on transnational livestock trade corridors and Rygzynov et al. (2023) on 

multi-country infrastructure cooperation contributed both regional specificity and transferable 

lessons for broader applications. 

Ultimately, this narrative review aims to create a conceptual roadmap that bridges empirical 

evidence with theoretical understanding. By embracing the narrative format, the study is able to 

provide a nuanced analysis of how transport corridors and trade regulations are interlinked, 

considering economic efficiency, environmental sustainability, and socio-political dynamics. The 

results of this review will serve as a foundation for future comparative studies and policymaking 

frameworks, particularly those that seek to balance growth with equity and sustainability in global 

trade systems. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The findings of this narrative review highlight a series of interconnected themes related to 

international trade regulation and transport corridor development. These themes include 

regulatory factors, the role of institutions and actors, and global comparisons that shape the 

international landscape of trade policy. Each theme is explored in detail below, drawing on recent 

and relevant literature to provide a multi-dimensional understanding of the evolving dynamics. 

Regulatory Factors 

Within the literature on international trade and transportation, regulatory frameworks are 

frequently emphasized as central to enabling or constraining trade flows. The most prevalent 

discussions revolve around free trade policies, environmental regulations, and legal frameworks 

governing food security and cross-border trade. For instance, Vardomsky (2023) argued that 

Russia’s transit potential can only be fully realized through trade policy reforms that consider both 

political and economic regional contexts. These regulatory approaches often involve tariff 

elimination and the reduction of non-tariff barriers, which, in turn, can enhance market access and 

competitiveness. 

Environmental regulation remains a particularly pressing issue. Xuan Xuan (2024) identified a 

strong correlation between economic expansion and environmental degradation in China, 

underlining the necessity for robust regulatory interventions to ensure environmental sustainability 

in the face of liberalized trade. This is especially relevant for developing economies, where 

economic growth often comes at the expense of ecological stability. Regulatory frameworks in 

these contexts must balance the need for flexibility with the imperative of promoting sustainable 

business practices. 

Similarly, regulation affecting food security and public health has become increasingly critical. 

Ng’Asike et al. (2020) reported on livestock trade corridors between Somalia and Kenya, where 

regulatory measures related to animal health and trade licensing directly affect regional economic 

stability. Their findings underscore how cross-border regulatory cooperation can bolster the 

resilience of local economies and ensure the safety and sustainability of traded goods. 

Differences in regulatory approaches across countries significantly affect the effectiveness of trade 

policies. The European Union, for example, maintains strict regulations concerning products that 

may pose health or environmental risks, while other countries exhibit more lenient regulatory 

practices. This disparity, as Fernández-Amador et al. (2023) noted, can lead to uneven playing 

fields in global markets. Countries enforcing stringent carbon emission regulations in the transport 

sector may find themselves at a competitive disadvantage compared to nations with more relaxed 

rules. 

At the international level, achieving regulatory harmonization remains a formidable challenge. 

Rygzynov et al. (2023) emphasized that regulatory impacts on transport infrastructure vary 

depending on local conditions and national policies. This heterogeneity leads to inefficiencies in 

cross-border logistics and trade coordination, highlighting the need for integrated frameworks that 

accommodate national specificities while promoting shared standards. 
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The liberalization of investment policies also poses risks and opportunities for domestic regulation. 

As Milsom et al. (2021) showed, investment liberalization can undermine public health regulations 

in the food and beverage sectors, raising concerns about the balance between trade openness and 

the protection of public interests. Thus, regulatory regimes must account for both the economic 

benefits of foreign direct investment and the societal costs associated with weakened local 

oversight. 

The work of Shen and Dong (2024) points to the need for sustainable and socially inclusive 

regulatory frameworks that align with the imperatives of globalization. Coordinated policy efforts 

must integrate environmental, economic, and social considerations to support long-term 

development. In this context, policy alignment not only fosters market integration but also 

contributes to equitable and sustainable growth. 

The balance between national policy autonomy and international regulatory coherence is a central 

concern in the literature. While diverse regulatory environments present challenges, they also offer 

opportunities for innovation in policy-making. Collaborative regulatory development, especially in 

the Global South, may enhance national capacities and facilitate access to global markets without 

compromising sustainability goals. 

Role of Institutions and Actors 

Institutions at both international and domestic levels play a pivotal role in shaping trade policies 

and governance frameworks. Organizations such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), the 

United Nations (UN), and regional entities like the European Union (EU) are instrumental in 

formulating the rules and norms that underpin global trade. Milsom et al. (2021) highlighted the 

influence of transnational corporations and the liberalization of investment in shifting public policy 

priorities, particularly in health-related sectors. This illustrates the dual function of international 

institutions as negotiation platforms and oversight bodies that influence member state behavior. 

Domestically, national governments are responsible for localizing and implementing international 

trade regulations. Xuan Xuan (2024) showed how China has attempted to integrate pollution 

control regulations with broader trade policy reforms. This integration illustrates the need for 

adaptive institutional structures capable of translating global commitments into context-sensitive 

regulatory action, particularly in areas such as industrial development and environmental 

protection. 

The private sector also emerges as a crucial actor in policy development and implementation. 

Ng’Asike et al. (2020) discussed how private stakeholders in Kenya’s livestock trade actively engage 

with regulators, offering sector-specific knowledge that enhances policy relevance and 

effectiveness. The private sector, therefore, functions not only as a policy recipient but also as a 

co-creator of regulatory frameworks, especially when government capacity is limited. 

Civil society organizations, including non-governmental organizations (NGOs), play an important 

advocacy role in highlighting marginalized concerns and promoting sustainability in trade policy. 

Watters et al. (2022) illustrated how NGOs involved in endangered species trade advocacy 

contribute to environmental protection through policy engagement and awareness-raising. These 

organizations often operate as intermediaries between communities, governments, and 
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international institutions, ensuring that grassroots perspectives are represented in high-level 

negotiations. 

Nevertheless, aligning the interests of international institutions, domestic governments, and private 

entities poses significant challenges. Conflicts of interest are common, particularly when corporate 

goals conflict with environmental or social policies favored by civil society. Fernández-Amador et 

al. (2023) noted that competitive pressures can lead to regulatory compromises that weaken 

environmental safeguards. This tension necessitates continuous dialogue among stakeholders to 

develop inclusive and transparent trade governance structures. 

Regional cooperation offers a promising pathway for harmonizing institutional roles and actor 

participation. Vardomsky (2023) highlighted collaboration among Russia and Eurasian states as a 

model for leveraging collective capacity to address shared transportation and trade issues. 

Multilateral platforms that support regional dialogue and joint policy initiatives can mitigate the 

fragmentation seen in bilateral or unilateral approaches, enhancing the resilience of trade systems. 

Understanding the interplay among institutions and actors is essential for crafting policies that are 

both effective and equitable. Institutional synergy and stakeholder engagement are key 

determinants of the success of trade and transport reforms. As these sectors grow more complex 

and interconnected, the capacity of institutions to coordinate across levels and interests will define 

their efficacy in delivering sustainable outcomes. 

Global Comparisons 

Comparative analysis of trade regulation between developed and developing countries reveals both 

convergences and divergences in policy approaches. While both groups of countries face 

challenges in global market integration, their respective capacities and strategies differ substantially. 

Milsom et al. (2021) reported that developing countries often remain dependent on advanced 

economies for technology and capital, creating structural barriers to competitiveness. These 

disparities limit their ability to transition from primary commodity exports to higher-value trade 

models. 

Regulatory approaches also diverge. Developed countries typically adopt stricter environmental 

and health-related regulations, underpinned by robust institutional frameworks and active civil 

societies. In contrast, developing countries often prioritize economic growth and investment 

attraction, sometimes at the expense of regulatory rigor. Xuan Xuan (2024) described how China's 

pursuit of liberalized trade led to heightened industrial pollution, underscoring the tension between 

economic and environmental priorities in emerging markets. 

Developed countries also possess more organized and influential private sectors capable of 

shaping policy through formal mechanisms. By comparison, the private sector in many developing 

countries has limited influence due to structural fragmentation and weaker institutional linkages. 

Ng’Asike et al. (2020) noted that while Kenya's livestock sector involves local actors in trade 

decisions, the policy environment remains underdeveloped, affecting implementation consistency 

and efficacy. 

Conflicting perspectives across regions also surface in the area of wildlife trade. Gómez et al. found 

that regulatory inconsistencies and weak enforcement mechanisms in Russia facilitated illegal trade 
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in bear parts, whereas developed countries generally maintain tighter controls and enforcement 

systems. These contrasting outcomes illustrate the importance of both regulatory design and 

institutional enforcement capacity in achieving policy objectives. 

Furthermore, the emphasis on value-added production is more pronounced in developed 

countries, where trade policies are designed to support technology-intensive and sustainable 

exports. In contrast, many developing economies continue to rely on raw material exports with 

limited policy support for diversification. Rygzynov et al. (2023) suggested that infrastructure 

investment in Central Asia could facilitate a shift from commodity dependence to more diversified 

and resilient trade models. 

Despite these differences, opportunities for mutual learning abound. Developed countries can 

adopt more community-centric approaches inspired by developing regions, where local 

engagement in trade policymaking tends to be more direct. Conversely, developing nations can 

benefit from the regulatory experiences and technological innovations of advanced economies. A 

culture of exchange and collaboration can thus help bridge the regulatory divide and create more 

inclusive global trade systems. 

In conclusion, the global comparative literature illustrates that while regulatory capacity and 

institutional strength vary widely, both developed and developing countries face interconnected 

challenges in aligning trade policy with sustainability and equity goals. Cross-national cooperation 

and knowledge exchange can foster adaptive, evidence-based policymaking that supports both 

economic and environmental resilience. 

The findings presented in this narrative review largely affirm, while also challenging, several 

dominant theories and models within the literature on international trade policy. The discussion 

in this section aims to interpret and contextualize the results within broader theoretical 

frameworks, examine systemic influences on trade regulation, link research outcomes with policy 

implications, and propose practical solutions to persistent challenges. 

Several results align with the classical liberal theory of trade, which posits that the reduction of 

trade barriers enhances market efficiency and stimulates economic growth. Vardomsky (2023), for 

instance, described how the development of transportation corridors in Eurasia holds the potential 

to boost regional trade and economic integration. Such findings are congruent with the idea that 

efficient infrastructure and regulatory facilitation can lead to enhanced transnational trade benefits. 

However, the review also exposes the limitations of liberal trade theories, particularly when applied 

to developing economies facing entrenched structural dependencies. Ng’Asike et al. (2020) 

highlighted how livestock trade in Kenya, although integrated into international supply chains, 

remains vulnerable to foreign policy shifts and external economic pressures. This reflects key 

tenets of dependency theory, which emphasizes the enduring power imbalances between 

developed and developing countries in the global economic order. 

The environmental consequences of trade liberalization further complicate traditional economic 

models. The findings from Xuan Xuan (2024) affirm sustainability theory by illustrating how 

unchecked industrial expansion in China correlates with escalating pollution levels. These 

observations challenge models that consider economic growth and environmental sustainability as 

independently achievable goals. Instead, they reinforce arguments for regulatory frameworks that 
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integrate environmental oversight into trade policy planning. Such integration is essential if 

international trade is to support long-term ecological balance rather than exacerbate degradation. 

The discussion also resonates with social capital and collaborative governance theories, especially 

through the roles played by local actors and civil society organizations in influencing trade policy 

outcomes. Kesar (2024) emphasized the importance of grassroots engagement in crafting socially 

responsive trade policies. Literature across multiple case studies indicates that when trade policies 

are developed without local consultation, they often fail to align with community needs and values. 

This highlights the significance of participatory governance models and underscores that legal and 

economic frameworks alone are insufficient without strong social buy-in and institutional trust. 

Additionally, insights from Milsom et al. (2021) bring attention to the globalization and 

interdependence thesis, where international regulation on sensitive goods like tobacco or 

processed foods can serve as templates for regulatory diffusion in developing contexts. However, 

replicability remains problematic given the divergent institutional capacities and socio-political 

contexts. The findings complicate calls for universal regulatory standards by demonstrating that 

policy success is often contingent upon localized adaptation and context-specific governance 

structures. 

The emergence of sustainable trade governance models in the European Union, as discussed by 

Fernández-Amador et al. (2023), supports the theory of global governance. EU leadership in 

environmental and trade policy illustrates how regional blocs can shape global standards. 

Nonetheless, the adaptability of such models in the Global South remains questionable. Lamberg 

and Peltoniemi (2019) suggested that unique contextual variables in regions such as the Caribbean 

limit the applicability of generalized frameworks. This reinforces the view that effective 

international trade governance must incorporate both normative leadership and grounded 

contextual sensitivity. 

Systemic Factors Shaping Trade Policy 

Systemic factors such as political economy, institutional structure, and globalization significantly 

affect the design and implementation of international trade policy. These elements do not function 

in isolation but are deeply intertwined, collectively shaping the parameters within which trade 

operates. In the context of political economy, the influence of national interests and multinational 

corporations on trade policymaking is particularly pronounced. Milsom et al. (2021) and Takashina 

et al. (2017) showed how international business transactions often prioritize corporate profitability 

over public welfare, thereby distorting the intent of trade policies. This misalignment results in 

regulatory environments that favor elite interests, reinforcing global inequities in trade 

participation and outcomes. 

Institutional structures play a similarly pivotal role. Vardomsky (2023) emphasized that the 

effectiveness of trade corridors depends not only on infrastructure investment but also on 

geopolitical coordination and institutional maturity. The World Trade Organization and other 

global bodies may set broad rules, but their translation into effective national policy relies heavily 

on institutional capacity. Countries with weaker bureaucracies or fragmented governance often 

struggle to enforce trade regulations consistently, leading to uneven outcomes across regions. 
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The role of globalization further complicates trade policy formulation. As Xuan (2024) 

demonstrated in the context of China, rapid economic liberalization in the absence of regulatory 

controls can result in significant ecological costs. The interconnected nature of global markets 

means that domestic policies now have transnational implications. A pollution-intensive industry 

in one country may affect global supply chains, biodiversity, or climate targets. Hence, the 

globalization of trade requires concurrent globalization of accountability and environmental 

responsibility. 

Simultaneously, globalization has facilitated cross-border cooperation on sustainability. The 

European Union, according to Fernández-Amador et al. (2023), has successfully institutionalized 

environmental standards in trade agreements, demonstrating the potential for regulatory 

frameworks to transcend national boundaries. This approach has allowed the EU to act as a 

normative power, promoting global environmental governance through trade mechanisms. 

However, the feasibility of such strategies in less developed contexts remains limited by financial, 

technological, and institutional constraints. 

Interdependence, as a by-product of globalization, introduces another layer of complexity. 

Antunes et al. (2016) found that commercial hunting in the Amazon, while localized, has ripple 

effects across international wildlife trade networks. These findings illustrate how the actions of a 

single state or community can influence broader ecological and economic systems. 

Interdependence necessitates multilateral coordination, yet this is often hindered by conflicting 

national agendas and asymmetric resource capabilities. Therefore, systemic solutions require not 

only integrated policy design but also equitable burden-sharing mechanisms. 

The most critical systemic challenge remains the selective implementation of sustainable trade 

commitments. While many countries have adopted trade agreements with environmental 

provisions, enforcement remains inconsistent. Loot et al. (2017) noted that licensing policies aimed 

at ecological conservation often fail due to weak monitoring mechanisms. This systemic failure 

underscores the need for robust institutional frameworks capable of translating high-level 

commitments into on-the-ground action. 

Policy Strategies and Interventions 

Based on the literature reviewed, a number of actionable strategies can be proposed to address 

persistent gaps in international trade governance. Watters et al. (2022) argued for stronger 

oversight of non-CITES-listed species in wildlife trade, suggesting that existing regulatory tools 

can be extended to cover broader biodiversity concerns. By involving civil society and local actors 

in enforcement, such policies can gain legitimacy and improve compliance. 

Antunes et al. (2016) similarly recommended incorporating traditional knowledge systems into 

trade and resource governance. Indigenous communities often possess critical insights into 

sustainable practices that can enrich policy frameworks. Their inclusion not only enhances policy 

effectiveness but also advances social equity and cultural preservation. 

Vardomsky (2023) proposed aligning transportation policy with geopolitical realities to optimize 

transit corridors. His findings suggest that multilateral engagement is necessary to ensure policy 

coherence across regions, especially in infrastructure-intensive sectors. Intergovernmental 
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institutions must, therefore, be equipped to mediate competing interests and foster long-term 

cooperation. 

The environmental findings from Xuan Xuan (2024) reinforce the need for proactive regulatory 

instruments such as carbon pricing and green innovation subsidies. By incentivizing sustainable 

practices, governments can redirect market behavior toward environmentally sound outcomes. 

Similarly, Fernández-Amador et al. (2023) emphasized the value of data-driven policymaking, 

where empirical analysis informs the design and monitoring of trade regulations. 

Local empowerment also plays a crucial role. Ng’Asike et al. (2020) demonstrated how 

decentralized governance in Kenya's livestock sector promoted community participation and 

adaptive policy implementation. This example illustrates the effectiveness of devolving decision-

making authority to local stakeholders, particularly in sectors where centralized policies may 

overlook contextual realities. 

Finally, multi-sectoral approaches involving public-private partnerships can facilitate 

comprehensive interventions. Fernández-Amador et al. (2023) highlighted the importance of 

integrated frameworks that bridge trade, environmental, and public health policies. Such 

collaborations can yield innovative solutions that transcend sectoral silos and promote holistic 

development. 

These strategies suggest a roadmap for reforming international trade policy to make it more 

inclusive, sustainable, and resilient. By integrating systemic analysis with empirical evidence, 

policymakers can craft interventions that address root causes rather than symptoms. The path 

forward involves not only enhancing institutional capacity but also fostering genuine stakeholder 

participation, evidence-based decision-making, and global solidarity in trade governance. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This narrative review highlights five key themes shaping global trade and transport policy: 

regulatory divergence, institutional capacity gaps, stakeholder engagement, environmental 

sustainability, and geopolitical dynamics. Trade liberalization and infrastructure development have 

improved cross-border integration, yet their benefits are unequally distributed, often amplifying 

environmental degradation and social disparities. 

Through a comparative analysis of countries such as China, Kenya, Russia, and the EU, the study 

emphasizes the importance of inclusive governance, localized regulatory adaptation, and multi-

level collaboration to achieve sustainable trade systems. Evidence shows that context-sensitive 

policy frameworks—those that integrate environmental, social, and institutional considerations—

are more resilient and equitable. 

To support the development of future-ready trade corridors, this review offers the following 

recommendations for stakeholders: 

● Policymakers should institutionalize environmental impact assessments and carbon accounting 

mechanisms into corridor development planning. 
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● Governments and international organizations must prioritize regulatory harmonization while 

preserving national autonomy, particularly for emerging economies. 

● Investment in data systems and local capacity-building should be scaled to empower civil 

society, SMEs, and local authorities. 

● Trade corridor planning should include circular economy principles and social equity safeguards 

to ensure long-term viability. 

● Public-private partnerships should be leveraged to fund green infrastructure and integrate 

emerging technologies (e.g., blockchain, AI) for transparency and monitoring. 

Looking ahead, the future of trade corridors will depend on the ability of stakeholders to shift 

from siloed, growth-centric strategies to holistic, sustainability-oriented approaches. This 

transition requires not only innovation in regulation and governance but also a shared commitment 

to rebalancing trade systems in favor of environmental stewardship and human development. 
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