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ABSTRACT: Online gambling has become an increasingly 

serious problem in Indonesia, affecting not only individuals 

but also social structures more broadly. This study aims to 

examine the prevalence and characteristics of online gambling 

among Indonesian adolescents and university students and 

find challenges and strategies in dealing with this problem. 

The data were analyzed using theme analysis, and the findings 

show that online gambling is a complex problem influenced 

by various factors, including ease of access, social influence, 

and financial incentives. This research shows that a 

comprehensive approach is needed in dealing with online 

gambling, involving the government, law enforcement, and 

civil society organizations. The findings suggest that public 

education and awareness campaigns are crucial in preventing 

online gambling, and law enforcement should be equipped 

with effective resources and technology to monitor and block 

online gambling activities. This research contributes to the 

existing literature by providing insights into the experiences 

and perceptions of Indonesian adolescents and university 

students who engage in online gambling. The findings also 

indicate the importance of a multi-faceted approach in 

dealing with online gambling, including the development of 

alternative recreational activities and the provision of 

counseling services for those affected by gambling addiction. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In today's digital age, online gambling has become a rapidly growing global phenomenon. 

Advances in technology and easier access to the internet have led to an increase in the number of 

online gambling platforms, which can be accessed by anyone, anytime. Online gambling games 

offer the lure of huge profits and alluring thrills, which often tempt many people to give it a try. 
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However, behind its appeal, online gambling holds great risks that can harm players, both 

financially and psychologically. Gambling addiction, significant financial losses, and involvement 

in criminal activities are some of the negative impacts that often occur due to online 

gambling.(Rusmiyanto, 2024)  

Gambling has been around for a long time, but with the advent of the internet, the practice has 

evolved into a more accessible and diverse form of online gambling. According to the latest data 

from the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (Kominfo), more than 13,000 

online gambling sites have been blocked in Indonesia, indicating the increasing popularity and 

spread of online gambling among the public. This situation raises various concerns, especially 

regarding the negative impacts that may arise from online gambling.(Pasha, 2023) 

Financial loss is another common consequence for online gamblers. Many of them are trapped in 

a cycle of debt due to constant losses. This not only affects a person's finances, but also their 

family. There are many cases where families are forced to sell valuable assets to cover debts due 

to online gambling. In addition, online gambling is also often a gateway to crime. Many gamblers 

engage in fraudulent practices or other illegal activities to earn money to fund their gambling habits. 

This shows that online gambling is not only detrimental to individuals, but also has the potential 

to cause wider social problems.(Hidayah dkk., 2024) 

In addition, online gambling is often an entry point for criminal activity. Many players engage in 

illegal activities, such as fraud or money laundering, to finance their gambling habits. This shows 

that the impact of online gambling is not only limited to the individual, but also has the potential 

to cause wider social problems.(Rizani, 2024) 

Given these risks and negative impacts, it is important for governments, communities and 

individuals to take effective prevention and countermeasures. The government needs to strengthen 

regulation and supervision of online gambling sites to prevent unauthorized access. Education to 

the public about the dangers of online gambling also needs to be improved, so that people are 

wiser in making decisions.(Khoerunisa dkk., 2024) 

 

On the other hand, individuals need to have strong awareness and self-control to avoid the pitfalls 

of online gambling. Support from family and the surrounding environment is very important in 

helping individuals who have fallen into the habit of gambling, so that they can get out of the 

circle. In addition, counseling and rehabilitation services for those addicted to gambling also need 

to be improved, so that they can recover and return to living a normal life.(Choerudin dkk., 2023) 

 

While online gambling offers fun and lucrative benefits, the risks are far greater. Gambling 

addiction, financial loss, and potential criminality are some of the serious repercussions that need 

to be considered. Therefore, it is important for all of us to raise awareness about the dangers of 

online gambling and take appropriate precautions. By doing this, we can protect ourselves and our 

loved ones from the risks that lurk behind online gambling.(Wicaksono, 2020) 

 

Previous relevant research, such as that conducted by Mardiani et al (2022) on the impact of online 

gambling addiction on the mental and emotional health of adolescents in Indonesia, Setiawan 

(2021) who analyzed the factors that influence online gambling addiction in adults in Indonesia, 
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and Hamzah et al (2020) who discussed efforts to prevent and eradicate online gambling in 

Indonesia, show that the phenomenon of online gambling has become a serious issue. This article 

offers novelty with a comprehensive approach that includes analyzing various aspects of online 

gambling, using up-to-date data, as well as offering prevention and control solutions that are 

relevant to the current conditions. 

 

The similarity of these studies is that the three researchers discussed online gambling in Indonesia. 

The difference between the three studies is that the first study emphasizes more on the impact of 

online gambling addiction on the mental and emotional health of adolescents in Indonesia, then 

the next study leads to factors that influence online gambling addiction in adults in Indonesia, the 

last study is more directed at efforts to prevent and overcome online gambling in Indonesia. Thus, 

this article aims to increase public awareness of the dangers of online gambling and make a 

significant contribution to the prevention and control of online gambling problems in Indonesia. 

 

Therefore, the author formulates several problem formulations as follows; first, How does the ease 

of internet access affect the prevalence of online addiction and gambling in individuals in 

Indonesia, especially in adolescents and the younger generation? and How effective are the efforts 

to prevent and control online gambling made by the government, law enforcement, and civil 

society organizations in Indonesia, and what are the appropriate strategies to increase their 

effectiveness? 

 

METHOD 

This research uses descriptive qualitative methods with the aim of providing in-depth descriptions 

and explanations of the phenomenon of online gambling among adolescents and university 

students. This method focuses on exploring the characteristics, qualities, and relationships between 

activities related to online gambling. Data collection was conducted through interviews with 

participants selected using purposive sampling technique, which allows researchers to select 

individuals who are considered to have experience and knowledge relevant to the research topic. 

A total of 10 participants, consisting of teenagers and university students aged 15 to 24 years old, 

were involved in this study. To ensure the validity of the research results, data triangulation was 

conducted by comparing the interview results with other data sources, such as relevant literature 

and available statistics. In addition, member checking was conducted by involving the participants 

in the process of verifying the results, to ensure that the researcher's interpretation matches the 

experiences conveyed by the participants. Through this approach, this research not only seeks to 

describe the phenomenon of online gambling among teenagers and university students in detail, 

but also seeks to find the patterns and dynamics underlying their involvement in the activity. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The Influence of Easy Internet Access on the Rise of Online Gambling and Addiction 

among Teenagers and Young Adults in Indonesia 

The phenomenon of online gambling among students is a serious problem that cannot be 

underestimated. This action not only violates the law but also contradicts the social and religious 

norms prevailing in society. Online gambling, which is conducted through online media, is 

classified as cybercrime because it utilizes internet technology to commit criminal acts that harm 

many parties, including users and the wider community. The popularity of online gambling among 

teenagers and students cannot be separated from the rapid development of technology. 

Technological advances, especially in the field of communication, facilitate internet access through 

devices such as smartphones, tablets and laptops. These devices allow users to access information 

and communicate anytime and anywhere. However, this ease of access also brings negative 

impacts, one of which is the increasing dependence on the internet for unproductive things, 

including accessing online gambling sites.(BUDIARTA, 2024) 

 

Technological advancements have had a double consequence for society. On the one hand, it 

contributes to increased wealth, success and the advancement of civilization. But on the other 

hand, technology can also be a powerful tool for breaking the law. Technology-induced changes 

in people's attitudes and lifestyles create a borderless world, where various aspects of life undergo 

significant changes. Easy access to the internet is often misused for gambling, especially by 

teenagers and university students who are still in the stage of exploration and self-discovery. Online 

gambling conducted by students has a very detrimental impact. In addition to contradicting 

existing habits in society, if this habit is allowed to continue, it can affect mindset and behavior 

until adulthood. For example, online soccer gambling that is popular among students is often done 

through sites such as Jasabola, Bet365, and Bwinbet. In online soccer gambling, players select a 

soccer team and bet on the outcome of the match, hoping to win the bet and make a profit. 

However, this reliance on gambling can be mentally and financially damaging for students.(Lestari 

& Ainulyaqin, 2022) 

 

There are several factors that lead to the rise of online gambling among teenagers and university 

students. First, a social environment that supports this deviant behavior through efficient social 

interaction. An environment that is permissive of gambling can encourage teenagers to engage in 

this activity. Secondly, the easy access to online gambling games through smartphones and the 

internet makes many teenagers interested in trying. This convenience gives them the opportunity 

to gamble anytime and anywhere. Thirdly, the potential for quick financial gain is an attraction in 

itself. Teenagers and students who need money are often tempted to gamble in the hope of getting 

big profits in a short time, even though the chances of winning are very small and the risk of loss 

is very large.(Supratama et al., 2022) 

 

The legal view on online gambling in Indonesia is very strict. The state has regulated gambling 

through various applicable regulations and laws. One of them is Law Number 7 of 1974 

concerning Gambling Control, which states that all forms of gambling are illegal and the 

perpetrators can be subject to legal sanctions. In addition, the Electronic Information and 

Transaction Law (ITE Law) also regulates and provides sanctions for parties who distribute 
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gambling content via the internet. Article 27 paragraph (2) of the ITE Law states that every person 

who intentionally and without right distributes, transmits, or makes accessible electronic 

information that has gambling content, can be subject to criminal sanctions.(GEA, 2024; 

Sitanggang et al., 2023; Zhafira et al., 2023) 

 

In the perspective of Islamic law, gambling is haram and strictly prohibited. Islam views gambling 

as an act that harms oneself, others, and the environment. Maqashid Sharia, which aims to 

safeguard the good of mankind, considers gambling as an act that undermines moral and social 

values. According to Islamic teachings, wealth must be acquired through legal and lawful means, 

while gambling does not meet these criteria. Therefore, Muslims and the government are obliged 

to reject and eradicate all forms of gambling.(Lubis et al., 2023) 

 

The negative impact of online gambling is huge. Apart from being mentally and morally damaging, 

online gambling can also cause serious financial problems for students. Dependence on gambling 

often leads them into debt, losing focus in their studies, and experiencing prolonged stress. It is 

not uncommon for students involved in online gambling to also engage in other criminal acts to 

cover their losses, such as fraud or theft. The role of the family is also very important in preventing 

their children from getting involved in online gambling. Parents should be more sensitive and 

concerned about their children's activities in cyberspace. Strict supervision and good 

communication between parents and children can help prevent children from falling into negative 

activities such as online gambling.(Ahla & Setiawan, 2024) 

 

Online gambling is a gambling activity conducted over the internet, such as through a dedicated 

website or app. It includes various types of games, such as online casinos, sports betting, poker 

and other games that use real money as stakes. Online gambling addiction is a condition where a 

person is unable to control the urge to gamble, even though the activity has had a significant 

negative impact on his or her life.(Siringoringo et al., 2024) 

 

However, this easy access to the internet also brings significant negative impacts, especially for 

teenagers and young people. They are more susceptible to online gambling addiction because they 

are still in a developmental stage and do not have strong self-control. Online gambling can cause 

them significant financial losses. Teenagers and young people who engage in online gambling often 

lose money that should be used for education, savings or other needs. (Rahim & Indah, 2024) 

 

This financial loss not only impacts their financial situation, but can also lead to greater social 

problems. Adolescents and young people who experience financial loss due to online gambling 

often feel embarrassed and depressed, which can ultimately lead to social isolation. They may find 

it difficult to interact with friends and family, and may even engage in criminal acts to earn money 

to play gambling.(Darwis et al., 2021) 

 

Another negative impact of online gambling is mental health damage. Teenagers and young adults 

who are addicted to online gambling often experience severe depression, anxiety and stress. These 

conditions can worsen their mental health and disrupt their emotional balance. In addition, online 
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gambling can also lead to sleep disturbances, lack of physical activity and other health problems as 

they spend a lot of time in front of the screen gambling.(Kanda & Nurhalimah, 2024) 

 

Other factors that exacerbate the impact of easy internet access on online gambling among 

adolescents and young people are the lack of parental supervision, lack of education and 

socialization about the dangers of online gambling, and social pressure from peers. Parents often 

lack supervision of their children's internet activities, so they do not realize that their children are 

involved in online gambling. Education and socialization about the dangers of online gambling is 

also lacking, so adolescents and young people do not fully understand the risks associated with 

these activities.(Laras et al., 2024) 

 

Social pressure from peers also plays an important role in encouraging adolescents and young 

people to engage in online gambling. They may feel encouraged to try online gambling because 

they want to be accepted or follow a trend that is popular among their friends. In addition, access 

to money, whether from pocket money, savings or part-time jobs, can provide adolescents and 

young people with the capital to play online gambling. 

 

It is also important for parents to be more active in supervising and communicating with their 

children about internet use. Parents need to provide a clear understanding of the dangers of online 

gambling and set a good example in the use of technology. In addition, education about the dangers 

of online gambling needs to be included in the school curriculum to increase the awareness and 

skills of adolescents and young people in dealing with online gambling. 

 

Adolescents and young people also need to be encouraged to engage in positive and rewarding 

activities, such as sports, arts, and social activities, to reduce their dependence on technology and 

online gambling. They need to be directed to develop their interests and talents in constructive 

and constructive activities. By doing so, they can divert their attention from online gambling and 

focus on more rewarding things.(setia laksana Setia et al., 2024) 

 

In this digital era, it is important for all parties to work together to create a safe and healthy 

environment for the younger generation. The ease of internet access should be used for positive 

and constructive things, not for harmful activities such as online gambling. With joint efforts, it is 

hoped that the problem of online gambling and addiction among adolescents and young people in 

Indonesia can be minimized. Handling online gambling problems also needs to take into account 

approaches based on mental health and social welfare. Effective prevention and intervention 

programs should be developed to help individuals who have already engaged in online gambling. 

Counseling and psychological support services should be made available to those in need, to help 

them overcome their gambling addiction and restore their emotional balance.(Kobstan, 2023) 

 

In addition, the role of the media is also very important in educating the public about the dangers 

of online gambling. The media can be used as a tool to disseminate accurate and educational 

information about the risks and negative impacts of online gambling. Effective media campaigns 

can help raise public awareness and change perceptions about online gambling. Technological 

innovations can also be utilized to address online gambling issues. For example, the development 
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of apps and monitoring tools that can help parents supervise their children's internet activities and 

prevent access to online gambling sites. This technology can provide additional protection for 

teenagers and young people from the dangers of online gambling.(Juliani et al., 2024) 

 

International cooperation is also needed to address the problem of online gambling, given its cross-

border nature. The Indonesian government can work with other countries to develop effective 

strategies and regulations to control online gambling. The exchange of information and 

experiences between countries can help in formulating better and more effective 

policies.(BUDIARTA, 2024) 

The Effectiveness of Prevention and Countermeasures of Online Gambling by the 

Government, Law Enforcement, and Civil Society Organizations in Indonesia and 

Strategies to Improve Their Effectiveness 

Online gambling has become an increasingly troubling issue in Indonesia, affecting not only 

individuals but also potentially damaging social structures more broadly. Not only does this 

phenomenon have a financial impact on the individuals who become entangled, but it also has the 

potential to disrupt social stability and the general welfare of society. In the face of this problem, 

public awareness of the dangers of online gambling is a key factor in prevention and mitigation 

efforts.(Al Munawar et al., 2024) 

 

Raising public awareness about the dangers of online gambling is essential. The public needs to be 

given a better understanding of the risks associated with online gambling activities, including the 

potential for addiction, financial losses and other negative impacts on individuals and families. 

Socialization campaigns involving various media, ranging from television and radio to social media 

platforms, can be an effective means of delivering this message. Clear and structured information 

on how to identify unhealthy gambling behavior and steps to avoid the pitfalls of online gambling 

should also be widely disseminated. Stakeholders such as government, law enforcement, and civil 

society organizations need to be equipped with comprehensive information on the dynamics and 

scale of online gambling in Indonesia. Accurate data on the prevalence, consumption patterns, and 

characteristics of online gambling offenders can help in designing more effective and targeted 

public policies. This knowledge also enables them to develop countermeasure strategies that are 

more adaptive and responsive to evolving online gambling trends.(Juliani et al., 2024) 

 

To improve the effectiveness of efforts to prevent and counter online gambling in Indonesia, the 

government, law enforcement, and civil society organizations play an important role. Legally, 

online gambling is regulated by Article 303 bis of the Criminal Code and Article 27 paragraph (2) 

of the ITE Law, which threatens perpetrators with criminal sanctions in the form of imprisonment 

of up to 6 years and large fines. However, this phenomenon remains attractive due to its ease of 

access and high profit potential. The government has taken steps to strengthen regulations and 

increase law enforcement against online gambling practices. However, the main challenge remains 

in changing people's behavior, especially among students who tend to be vulnerable to online 

gambling addiction. This activity not only impacts the financial aspect of individuals, but also 

causes social and religious impairment.(David, 2022; Fatimah & Taun, 2023; Sitanggang et al., 

2023) 
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Online gambling has become a significant problem in Indonesia, causing widespread negative 

impacts for both individuals and society as a whole. This phenomenon highlights the serious 

challenges in managing the impact of easy access to gambling through digital platforms. The 

Government of Indonesia, in its efforts to address this issue, has established an Online Gambling 

Task Force (Satgas) that aims to coordinate various prevention, monitoring and socialization 

activities. The Task Force is led by the Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security 

Affairs, with the main objectives of prioritizing preventive measures, conducting evaluations of 

existing strategies, as well as raising public awareness about the dangers of online 

gambling.(Nugroho & Radyawanto, 2024) 

 

Apart from the government, law enforcement also plays a crucial role in tackling online gambling. 

The operations carried out by the National Police to raid and crack down on online gambling 

offenders show a strong effort to reduce the prevalence of this illegal activity. Such measures not 

only aim to arrest perpetrators and confiscate evidence, but also to provide a deterrent effect 

against potential future crimes. Civil society organizations (CSOs) have also contributed by 

educating and socializing the public about the risks and negative consequences of online gambling. 

They not only provide an understanding of the issue but also provide support and rehabilitation 

services for individuals entangled in online gambling addiction.(BUDIARTA, 2024) 

 

Despite significant efforts from various parties, there are still complex challenges in combating 

online gambling in Indonesia. One of the main challenges is the adaptability of online gambling 

sites that continue to emerge with new addresses, evading blocking efforts by the government and 

ISPs. This calls for a more proactive strategy in technological and regulatory development to 

address the rapid dynamics of this phenomenon. In addition, public education also needs to be 

improved so that the public is more aware of the risks of online gambling and can take preventive 

measures independently.(Novitaria, 2024) 

 

Increased collaboration and coordination between government, law enforcement and CSOs is also 

key to improving the effectiveness of prevention and response efforts. Better coordination can 

ensure that existing resources and strategies can be optimized efficiently, including in terms of 

surveillance, law enforcement, and socialization campaigns. Expanding the reach of education and 

socialization is also a priority, especially in reaching vulnerable groups such as the younger 

generation who are more susceptible to the negative influence of online gambling. In addition, the 

development of stronger and more comprehensive regulations is also needed to provide a firmer 

legal foundation in addressing this issue. Clear and consistently applied regulations can provide 

legal certainty for all relevant parties, both those involved in online gambling activities and those 

seeking to protect the public from its impact. These efforts should be supported by improved 

technical capabilities in the surveillance and detection of online gambling activities, using advanced 

information and communication technology (ICT).(Albab, 2024) 

 

Online gambling is an increasingly troubling phenomenon in Indonesia, presenting serious 

challenges for the government, law enforcement and civil society organizations in their prevention 

and response efforts. Since the advent of the internet, easy access to online gambling sites has 



Online Gambling: A Tantalizing Game with Risks that Drain Fortunes and Futures  
Igomu, Muliyono, and Bonggoibo 

 

269 | Sinergi International Journal of Law  

expanded the gambling market in Indonesia, even though this practice is illegal under the country's 

laws. The government has gone to great lengths to address this issue by establishing strict 

regulations that prohibit all forms of online gambling. However, the implementation and 

enforcement of these regulations remains a major problem due to the challenges of evolving 

technology and the difficulty of effectively monitoring online activities.(Hasibuan & SH, 2021; 

Manurung, 2023) 

 

The government's role in combating online gambling includes close monitoring of illegal gambling 

sites and the use of internet blockades to deny access to these sites. However, success in shutting 

down illegal sites is often short-lived due to the technical ability of the perpetrators to evade 

detection and blocking. Cooperation between government agencies, for example, the Ministry of 

Communication and Information, the Ministry of Law and Human Rights, and the National 

Intelligence Agency, is crucial in improving the effectiveness of monitoring and prosecuting online 

gambling.(Haripin, 2022) 

 

On the law enforcement side, the challenges faced are complex. Apart from having to face 

technical and legal obstacles in identifying and prosecuting perpetrators, law enforcement also 

needs to improve its investigative capacity and use of technology to track the flow of money from 

illegal gambling activities. Efforts to block financial transactions related to online gambling are an 

important strategy in preventing the expansion of this illegal business. However, success in 

stopping this money flow also depends on cooperation with financial service providers and online 

payment systems. 

 

Civil society organizations, such as NGOs and advocacy groups, play an important role in 

supporting efforts to prevent and combat online gambling. They not only educate the public about 

the risks and negative impacts of online gambling, but also fight for stricter public policies 

regarding gambling regulation. Moral and legal support from these organizations is also important 

for individuals caught up in illegal gambling practices, as well as putting pressure on the 

government to strengthen existing regulations. Strategies to increase effectiveness in the 

prevention and control of online gambling involve several approaches. First, there is a need for 

stricter law enforcement with the use of more advanced technology to identify and prosecute 

perpetrators of illegal gambling. This could include the development of more sophisticated 

transaction tracking and data analysis systems to uncover illegal gambling networks more 

effectively.(Indriasari, 2024) 

 

Second, public outreach and education needs to be strengthened to raise awareness of the dangers 

of online gambling. Public campaigns targeting different layers of society can help change attitudes 

and behaviors towards illegal gambling. In addition, cooperation with mass media and digital 

platforms is also needed to disseminate information on the legal and social consequences of 

engaging in online gambling. 

 

Third, strengthening international cooperation is essential given the cross-border nature of online 

gambling. Cooperation with other countries in information sharing and joint enforcement can help 
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catch offenders who flee to other countries to avoid prosecution in Indonesia. This requires a clear 

legal framework and effective coordination mechanisms between countries. 

 

Fourth, inclusive and multi-stakeholder policy-making is key in creating a legal environment that 

is more responsive to the phenomenon of online gambling. The active involvement of 

government, private sector, education, and civil society in the policy formulation process will 

ensure that the resulting regulations are not only effective but also sustainable in the long run. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

  

Online gambling in Indonesia has become an increasingly troubling problem, especially among 

teenagers and young adults, who are increasingly vulnerable to the temptation of online gambling 

due to easy internet access through devices such as smartphones and laptops. Despite significant 

efforts from the government, law enforcement, and civil society organizations (CSOs) in 

preventing and tackling this problem, technical, legal challenges, as well as lack of public awareness 

continue to be obstacles. The negative impacts of online gambling include financial losses, mental 

health disorders, and serious social behavioral changes. Therefore, closer collaboration between 

the government, law enforcement, CSOs, families, schools, and media is needed in creating a safe 

and healthy environment for the younger generation. Increasing public education, strengthening 

surveillance technology, and international cooperation should be prioritized in prevention 

strategies. 

 

The practical implications of these findings point to the need for stronger policies in regulating 

internet access and online gambling, as well as a more holistic approach to education involving 

various stakeholders. Suggestions for further research include an in-depth study of the factors that 

make adolescents and young adults vulnerable to online gambling, as well as the effectiveness of 

various prevention interventions that have been implemented. Further research is also needed to 

explore the social and technological influences on the spread of online gambling, as well as 

innovative ways to raise awareness and prevention among the younger generation. 
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